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Catherine Owen’s latest collection is an extended love letter to her poetic influences and to the real-world
objects, people, places and situations that fascinate her. Inspired by the work of John Ashbery, among others,
in Dear Ghost, Owen returns to the kooky imagery and humorous style she last visited with her award-winning
collection Frenzy. These poems entertain immensities of sound while plumbing the depths of the psyche’s
surrealities, content to enter a dreamlike realm where meaning is found in the nonsensical, the utterly human
and the everyday. While Owen gathers her subjects from the mundane – work, sex, acquaintances and art –
she imbues them with the extraordinary quirks and uncertainties that only language can create, and the effects
are dizzying.
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